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Act One
A rocky seashore on the coast of Cornwall

The Operetta opens with the chorus of pirates on a beach somewhere in Cornwall, celebrating
the fact that Frederick has completed his indentures and is now qualified as a full blown mem-
ber of the band.  The pirates believe that he is happy to join them but he informs them that as
he is now 21 years of age and frec of his indentures he intends to devote himself to theit exter-
mination. Ruth, a maid of all work on board ship looks to Frederick to take her with him as he
leaves the band but upon spying a bevy of beautiful maidens (Major General Stanley’s daugh-
ters) he spurns her.

Frederick looks among the daughters for one who might love him. All except Mabel reject the
idea and choose to ignore the start of a relationship by talking about the weather. This is inter-
rupted by the arrival of the Pirates who descend upon the company with the sole intent of mar-
riage. All is not lost, however, as the Major General arrives and contrives to convince the pi-
rates that they should not pursue their plans account that he is ari orphan. (The pirates do not
attack orphans as they are orphans themselves and know what it is like!). The first Act con-
cludes with general rejoicing.

Act Two

A ruined Chapel by moonlight

Act 2 [inds the Major General being so troubled by his conscience that he is unable to sleep.

He confides to Frederick that he is no orphan having made up the story to protect his daughters.
The secret is safe for the moment but it is discovered by the Pirate King that the contract bind-
ing Frederick to the pirates was to run until his twenty-first birthday and as his birthday falls
on the 29th February he is somewhat short of his 21 years of age! An appeal to his sense of
duty sees Frederick revealing that Major General Stanley is no orphan and the Pirate King
SWears revenge.

Help is at hand in the form of the local Constabulary who arrive in the “pick’ of time to avert
the liquidation of the Major General but only after an appeal of loyalty to Queen Victoria.
Ruth recounts to the comipany that the Pirates are in fact noblemen who have gone wrong.
This so impiresses the Major General that he allows the marriages to take place anyway!

| Sttella Brownsea (Musical Director) Stella is delighted to
be Musical Director for “Pirates™ - she has produced it, performed in it ,
but never conducted it. She has recently been Musical Director for Dere-
ham Operatic Socicty with “Annie Get Your Gun™ and “My Fair Lady™
| and conducted a revue of Viennese Operetta with Waveney Light Opera
"1 Group for which she arranged the music. She is also Musical Director for
- | their Autumn production. In her spare time (!) Stella plays percussion for
o | several local orchestras.







