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SYNOPSIS

S 47

Act 1. The banks of the Thames opposite Windsor

Act 1l. A Glade in Windsor Forest

Picture an Elizabethan setting depicting May Day revels with the May Queen and
her retinue. The plot is mainly concerned with the love affairs of Sir Walter Raleigh
and Bessie Throckmorton, and the rivalry between Raleigh and Essex for the favour
of Queen Elizabeth. Essex is engaged in plotting against Raleigh, and to this end
obtains from Jill-all-Alone a love letter written by Raleigh to Bessie. Bessie, to
save her lover, discloses to Queen Elizabeth her love for Raleigh, and declares
that Essex is jealous. The May games proceed in the presence of Queen Elizabeth;
the humour being provided by Walter Wilkins, astrolling player, and hiscompanion
Silas Simpkins. Jill-all-Alone is accused of witchcraft and appeals to Wilkins for
protection, but this avails her little, for she is condemned to death. Bessie is im-
prisoned, and Raleigh, as a result of Essex’s activities is banished from Court.
In the second Act, Jill has retreated to the forest, where, by means of a secret
passage leading from the Castle, she has aided Bessie's escape. Queen Elizabeth has
arranged to meet an apothecary in the forest to procure a poisonous drug to ad-
minister to Bessie. Raleigh, disguised as a forester, overhears the plot, but the
supposed apothecary turns out to be a friend in disguise. Essex now realises that
his favour with Queen Elizabeth will be enhanced when Raleigh marries Bessie,
and now works to obtain a pardon for the lovers and for Jill. This is achieved by
the subterfuge of a supposed apparition of “Herne the Hunter”, which it is said
to appear only when the sovereign contemplates a crime. The subterfuge succeeds,
the Queen is terrified, and pardons the offenders and the opera ends with a joyous
representation of Robin Hood's wedding,
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Dramatic Coach :  Jeannie A. Robertson

CHARACTERS

The Ear!| of Essex
Sir Walter Raleigh . ; §

Walter Wilkins—a player in Shakespeare’s Co,

Silas Simpkins—another player
Royal Foresters:
Long Tom
Big Benn
A Butcher .
A Baker
A Tinker
A Tailor
Queen Elizabeth
Bessie Throckmorton .
Jill-all-Alone
May Queen
Kate .

Chorus of Lords, Ladies, Townsfolk, etc.

William VWebb

. William Huxley

Harry Harvey
Robert Boardley

David Gunn
David Rich

Ivan Lilley
Reginald Whittle
Thomas Sell
Peter Sutton
Kathleen Baldwin
Nancy Berry
Margaret Higgs
Kathleen Algar

Jean Brown

The Misses: D. Browne, A. Colby, S. Cordingley, A. Denington, C. de-Putron,
O. Endersby, A. Enock, A. Fitch, H. Hacon, C, Howarth, E. Howard, E. Llewilyn,
1. Mabbett, WY, Parry, V. Phipps, ). Robertson, B. Saunders, C. Tadman, R. Til-

brook, C. Webb, P. Woolston, B. Wright, B. A. Wright.

The Mesdames: V. Aldred, ). Amis, H. Anderson, R. Anguish, B, Ash, J. Berridge,
1. Blyth, N. Boardley, J. Boothway, 1. Brown, C. Clarke, E. Dace, J. De’ath,
O. Eagle, A, Flowers, R. Grand, |. Greaves, R. Hurrell, M. Laird, H. Leggett,
A. Maund, J. Meale, T. Newstead, L. Poole, 5. Page, R. Platt, S. Punt, R. Sadler,
B. Skoyles, K. Stevens, K. Surgey, L. Sutton, B. Tooby, V. Ward, E. Whittle.

~ Messrs.: J, Bales, J. Bates, D, Buchan, A, Higgins, D. Houghton, 1. Lilley, E. Maund,

P. Mewstead, W. Painter, A. Poole, E. Salter, T. Sell, P. Sutton, W. Thomas,

A. Turner, R. Whittle, D. Wynne.

Accompanist Philip R. Wills

Conductor Bernard H. Gooch



OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY
President: Mr. B. H. Gooch Chairman: Mr. J. D. Bales
Hon. Musical Director: Mr, B. H. Gooch  Hon. Accompanist: Mr., P. R. Wills
Hon. Secretary: Mr. A. E. Higgins
Hon, Auditor: Mr. G. L. Blzke

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. D, E. Houghton

Secretary's address: 22 Poplar Avenue, Gorleston-on-Sea, Tel. 1032

COMMITTEE

Miss A. Enock, Miss R. Tilbrook, Mr, R. Boardley, Mr. W. Huxley, Mr. W. Webb,
Mr. R. Whittle,

HON, LIFE MEMBERS

Mrs, A, Holt, Mrs. G. Middleton, Mr. M. C. Barker, Mr. L. G. Danks, Mr. E. L,
Emmans, Mr, B, H. Gooch, Mr. W. Huxley,

NON-SINGING MEMBERS

Mr. W. Algar Mrs. B. H. Gooch- Miss G. Fledger

Mrs. W. Algar Mrs. W. Gunn Miss E. Ramus

Dr. AL S. K. Anderson Mizs |. Hayhoe Mrs. & Rayner

Miss M. Appleby Miss M. Hawkins Mrs. E. Rich -1

Mrs. G, Barnes
Mrs. C. Bewley

Me. E. Higgs
Mr. R. Hellis

Mrs. 5. M. Riches
Miss O. M. Riches

Mr. D Berry Me. I. E. Holmes Mr. 4. B, Rix

Mr. G L. Blagke - Mrs. 1. E. Holmes Miss G. Relfe

Mr_ K. Borrett Mr. L. Howes Mrs. H. A, Salmon
Miss R. Bull Mrs. W. Huxley Mrs. E. Salter
Mrs. E. Chapman Miss D. Jones Mrs. E. Savnders
Mfss A. E. Child Miss I. Kenyon Mr. E. Saunders
Mrs, J. Conway Mr. J. Larter Mr. G. J. Sharrate

Miss E. Cranness Mrs. Seott-Lawrence Mr. A D. Smith

Miss M. Cullingfard

Mrs. G. Lummis

Miss P. Spence

Mrs. G. L. Dunnect Mr. H. 5, Mace Mrs. N. Swaken
Mr. ). G. Eagle Mr. H. Marjoram Mrs. A, E. Tennant
Mrs. ). Ellis Me. F. Mason Mr, L. ¥ine
Mr. C. Etheridge Mrs. A R. Mobbs Mrs. G. Ward
Mrs. L. Freeman Mrs. H. New Mr. C. Ward
Mrs. A. Frost Mr. H. New Mrs. W. Webb
4 - Miss E. Goff Miss E. Osborne Mrs. A M. Wells
- - Miss H. Goff Miss C. Parnell Mrs. F. Wilson
Miss B. Gaffin Mrs. W. Painter Mr. P. A Wright

Miss M. D Goodrum
Mr. M. Goldstone

Me. R. A. Pendred
Mr. E. Parter

PAST PRESENTATIONS

1954 (Formation of Saciety)  lolanthe 1960 The Yeomen of the Guard

The Mikado : The Sorcerer

1955 H.M.5. Pinafore 1961 The Mikado

The Pirates of Penzance The Gondoliers

1956 The Mikado 1962 Princess Ida

H.M.S. Pinafore Patience

1957 The Gondoliers 1963 Ruddigore

Patience lolanthe

1958 lolanthe 1964 Special 10th Anniversary

The Pirates of Penzance programme.

. The Sorcerer

1959 Ruddigore 1965 Princess lda
Trial by Jury

H.M.5, Pinafore 1966 Merrie England
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